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Michael Farrell began making photographs 
and assembled objects in the late 1960s 
during his college years in the Fine Arts 
Department at Indiana University where 
he majored in Graphic Design and 
Photography. After earning a Master’s 
degree in Visual Communications from 
the Institute of Design in Chicago he 
moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1972 to 
work at the Nebraska ETV Network (now 
NET Television), where he currently holds 
the positions of Television Special Projects 
Manager and Professor of Practice in the 
Agricultural Leadership, Education, and 
Communications Dep’t. at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. He has had a professional career in documentary film and television production 
with many award-winning nationally and internationally distributed programs during his forty-five 
years in public broadcasting. 
 
During the 1970s and 1980s (and continuing to today), Michael created a large body of very personal 
work in photography, drawing, collage, and assembled objects. The work was not shown publicly until 
his first one-person exhibit at Lincoln’s University Place Art Center (now the Lux Center) in 1991.  
 
Since then his work has been seen in exhibitions at and is included in the collections of the Sheldon 
Art Museum, the Museum of Nebraska Art, the Joslyn Art Museum, and the Great Plains Museum.  
His work has been shown in several regional venues in neighboring states and is included in a large 
number of private collections locally as well as in Omaha, New York, San Francisco, Minneapolis, 
Indianapolis, Cheyenne, and Mexico City.  
 
He is a recipient of the Nebraska Arts Council’s Individual Artist Fellowship in Visual Arts for his 
assembled objects. His various one-person exhibitions have been included consistently in the top ten 
art events of the year by the Lincoln Journal Star. Three of his assembled objects recently were 
selected for inclusion in Director Daniel Veneciano’s last major exhibition at the Sheldon Art Museum 
titled Its Surreal Thing. 
 
Michael Farrell also practices the traditional craft of photography using large format cameras and 
lenses, developing his own b&w negatives and making enlargements in his darkroom or through digital 
scans and inkjet printing. His works spans the genres of landscape, still life, and nudes. He recently has 
branched out into digital image capture and web delivery of images through websites he has built and 
launched as well as through social media platforms. 
 
Michael Farrell, http://www.michaelfarrell.com, http://www.ninemileprairie.com 
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